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The reputation of his friends and visitors suffered
with his. In allusion to this, Mr. Howitt says : "The
grave and moral Wordsworth, the respectable Wedge-
woods, the correct Robert Southey, and Coleridge,
dreaming of glorious intellectualities beyond the moon,
were set down for a very disreputable gang. Innocent
Mrs. Coleridge and poor Dolly Wordsworth were seen
strolling about with them, and were pronounced no
better than they should be. Such was the character
that they unconsciously acquired that Wordsworth was
at length actually driven out of the country."

It may not be out of place to repeat here Mr. Cot-
tie's version of the affair. He says : " Mr. Wordsworth
had taken the Alfoxden house, near Stowey, for one
year (during the minority of the heir), and the reason
why he was refused*a continuance by the ignorant man
who had the letting of it arose, as Mr. Coleridge in-
formed me, from a whimsical cause, or rather a series
of causes. The wiseacres of the village had, it seemed,
made Mr. Wordsworth the subject of their serious con-
versation. One said that he had seen him wandering
about by night and look rather strange at the moon !
And then he roamed over the hills like a partridge !
Another said he had heard him mutter, as he walked,
in some outlandish brogue that nobody could under-
stand ! Another said : ' It is useless to talk, Thomas.
I think he is what people call a wise man (a conjurer).'
Another said : ' You are every one of you wrong. I
know what he is. We have all met him tramping away
toward the sea. Would any man in his senses take all
that trouble to look at a parcel of water? I think hean end to the occupation.that she wasat, when bound, pulsates most truly. It was
